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The Fall issue of Preservation Magazine featured 
a cover story proclaiming: “Brucemore Bounces 
Back.” With generous support from the community, 
a committed Board of Trustees, and a remarkable 
professional staff, that is exactly what we have been 
able to do. Brucemore is positioned well for the 
future. 

The roof restoration project completed in late 2023 
included the full replacement of the slate roof, repair of the copper gutters, and the 
re-installation of the roof crests removed in 2019. This marked the formal end to 
three years and $3 million in structural repairs of damage caused by the August 
2020 derecho. That milestone is significant, and the absence of mansion scaffolding 
for the first summer in several years is especially satisfying. 

Of course, the gardens and grounds also suffered devastating losses in that 
terrible storm, but we have continued to recover on that front as well. A silver 
lining in the storm has been the opportunity to reinterpret the O.C. Simonds’ 
design, fostered by Irene Douglas, and executed on site between 1907 and 1930. 
The plan called for a series of “outdoor rooms,” native plant species, and an implied 
flow from the mansion’s west lawn to the woods beyond the pond. Last fall the 
Brucemore facilities team planted 600 feet of mock-orange shrubs, providing a 
spine for the early 20th century landscape plan. Brucemore’s 26-acre estate is 
arguably the most significant cultural landscape in the Midwest, and it is inspiring 
to see it thrive.

Finally, the most exciting aspect of bouncing back has been the continued growth 
in public programming. Tours of the site exceeded pre-pandemic numbers; ongoing 
partnerships with Cedar Rapids Opera Theatre, Theatre Cedar Rapids, Cedar 
Rapids Community Orchestra, Iowa Ceramics Center and Glass Studio, and SPT 
Theatre benefited local artists and arts organizations; and Brucemore’s Music in 
the Courtyard and Artisan Studio Showcase Series continued to enliven the spaces 
and build relationships with the organization. Brucemore earned the distinction of 
“Best Cultural Attraction” in the region by the Corridor Business Journal, which is 
evidence of the impact the programs make.

There are always challenges and opportunities ahead, but it is important to take 
moments like this and reflect on our accomplishments. With your encouragement 
and investment, we took huge steps forward in FY2024. On behalf of our Board and 
staff, thank you for participating in our mission to inspire community interaction 
with history, preservation, and the arts. This irreplaceable community asset 
continues to thrive for you, and because of you.

Bouncing Back:
A Note From Our Board President
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Tara Richards, Chief Operating Officer
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Operational Management
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Doug Neumann
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FY2024 Operating Budget: $1.5 million

FY2024 Financial Statement (April 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024)

The organization’s operating budget supports heritage programs, arts events, building and landscape maintenance, 
utilities, staffing, and administration. These expenses are sustained by Supporter Fund donations and grants, Legacy  
Fund gifts, event and ticket revenue, and endowment income. 

Large-scale historic preservation and capital projects are critical to the many programs and events loved by audiences. 
Expenses for projects such as the Mansion Roof Replacement Project and Landscape Restoration Project are supported 
by Preservation Fund donations and grants, derecho insurance reimbursements, and a grant from The Hall-Perrine 
Foundation. 

Brucemore’s financial support comes from diverse sources, ensuring a sustainable organizational foundation. Brucemore 
has two budgets that track the inflows and outflows of the operation versus preservation and capital projects. The 
organization is grateful to the individuals, corporations, foundations, clubs, and government entities listed in this report 
for their support. 

Revenue Expenses

FY2024 Preservation Budget: $1.8 million
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This list recognizes total donations to Brucemore between April 1, 2023 and March 
31, 2024. This includes donations to the Supporter Fund, Preservation Fund, and 
Legacy Fund, as well as competitive and donor-advised grants, sponsorships, in-
kind gifts, and special project contributions. Every effort has been made to ensure 
this report is accurate. If your name has been omitted, misspelled, or misplaced, we 
sincerely apologize. Please contact us with questions or corrections.

FY2024 Contributors to Brucemore (April 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024)

$20,000+
Roger and Angie Baker◊~

John and Cindy Bloomhall~

City of Cedar Rapids Hotel-Motel Tax Fund

GMix East◊¥

Iowa Arts Council and Iowa Economic 
Development Authority, Cultural Leadership 
Partner Program

Iowa Economic Development Authority, Enhance 
Iowa Community Attraction and Tourism 
Grant~

David Maier and Matthew McGrane~

National Trust for Historic Preservation~

Organizational Support Grant Fund∩¥

Program Support Grant Fund∩¥

John and Dyan Smith~

The Hall-Perrine Foundation◊

$15,000 - $19,999
Cedar Rapids Bank & Trust¥

GreatAmerica Financial Services Corp Donor-
Advised∩¥

UFG Insurance¥

$7,500 - $14,999
Alliant Energy~

Collins Aerospace | Raytheon Technologies 
Corporation~

McIntyre Foundation~

$5,000 - $7,499
Ann Collins-Hattery and Mike Hattery~

Kimberly Hillyard and Jim Petersen~▪

Nina E. and Victor D. Merveaux Endowed Fund 
for Historic Preservation∩¥

Belva and Duffy Schamberger~

Lynda Schimberg

Simmons Perrine Moyer Bergman, PLC¥~

Brian Westphalen

$2,500 - $4,999
Bradley and Riley PC~

Mary Bess Chester~

Dakota Red Corporation | King’s Material Inc. | 
Hawkeye Ready Mix¥

Jessen Family∞▪

Key
¥ Program Sponsor

∩ Greater Cedar Rapids Community 
Foundation

◊ Special Project

~ Preservation Fund
As an individual gift or in addition to other 
gifts.

▪ Legacy Society Member

^ Deceased

∞ In Honor or Memory Of 
Honorariums and memoriums are listed later 
in the donor list.

Brucemore partnered with Theatre Cedar Rapids for the musical production of “A Little Night Music.” 

Donor Options 
Supporter Fund 
Supports Brucemore’s mission impact, 
including programs and maintenance of 
the estate.	

Preservation Fund  
Preserves the estate’s seven historic 
structures, 26 acres of gardens and 
landscape, and historic artifacts for 
future generations.

Legacy Fund 
Leaves a legacy to create a long-lasting 
impact through planned or endowed 
gifts.



Robert and Nancy Hanson∞~

Larry and Jan Helling

International Paper Foundation, 
Cedar River Mill~

Linn County Historic  
Preservation Grant Fund◊~

Stacy and Patt McDowell

Mercy Medical Center◊

New Leader Manufacturing - 
Spreading Good 380~

Scott and Jan Overland~

Rohde Family Charitable 
Foundation

Janet and Timothy Wuest~

$1,000 - $2,499
Acme Electric Company

Tom and Kathleen Aller~

Mary Arnold~

Marilyn and Mark Beebe~

Bill J. Berger Foundation Giving 
Fund, Billy Berger and Laree 
Landt

Brian Bergstrom and Diane King-
Bergstrom~

Arlon Berkhof and Tara Beem~

Charles and Amy Blades~

Kevin and Kari Bruns

Marilyn and Larry Callaham~

Roger and Julie Carney

Patrice and Thomas Carroll~

Marguerite Sinclair Carson^ Fourth 
Family Fund∩∞▪

Cedar Rapids Area Association of 
Realtors

Lisha Coffey, donation supported 
by Alliant Energy Corporation 
and Alliant Energy Corporation 
Political Action Committee

Kayt Conrad and Donald 
Klingenberger

DuWayne and Jennie Davidson~

Dr. Francis and Cheryl Dawson∞

Betty Debban & Betty Debban 
Opus 754 Skinner Player Pipe 
Organ Fund∩◊~▪

Ann Dorr

Rex and Kathy Eno

Brian Fagan

Rick and Donna Flynn Fund∩~

Ed and Jean Fry~

Jack and Patti Gonder

Steve and Sally Gray

Brenda and Kirk Haefner

Kathy Hall and Terry Pitts~▪

John and Kay Hegarty Fund & 
Fourth Family Fund∩~▪

Ed and Pat Hermann

Hills Bank¥

Stephen and Kay Jackson~

David and Kristin Janssen~

James Kern and Dennis Konarski▪

David and Jillian Knutson~

Kolln Family Endowed Donor-
Advised Fund∩

Jim Kropa~

Kay Landuyt and Larry Robinson~

Robert J. and Sue B. Latham

Elizabeth and Greg Lederer~

Frances and C.T. Martin∞~

Mark and Liz Mathis~

Daryl and Marilyn McCall~

George and Janelle McClain~

Wilma McGrane~

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis and Jean 
McMenimen~

Ronald and Sandy Miller~

Iris Muchmore and Mark Ogden~

Doug and Jen Neumann~

Dana Nichols~

Susan Ovel∞

Tom Peffer and Carroll Reasoner~

Dr. Fred and Janet Manatt Pilcher~

James F. Plumb Jr.^ and Jewel M. 
Plumb^ Endowed Fund∩▪

Charles Rohde

Peggy and Frank Rubero

Jim and Sara Sauter∩

Shuttleworth & Ingersoll, P.L.C.~

Silos & Smokestacks National 
Heritage Area¥

Kyle and Susan Skogman

John^ and Peg Slusher∞◊~

Gary and Susan Streit~

Van Meter Donor-Advised Fund∩¥

Alicia Vance Aguiar and Jason 
Fuemmeler

Washington Tree Committee◊~

John and Lynn Weber

Galen Wenger~

Myron F. and Esther S.^ Wilson 
Donor-Advised Fund∩

$500 - $999
Rich and Candy Altorfer~

Anderson Family Charitable Fund∩

Don and Diann Barrigar~

Pat Bohan and Thomas Ayres

Jan Bradley

Katie and Ryan Buresh

Mike and Lynda Burgess

Janette Conry~

Kelly and Joe Costello & Joseph 
and Kelly Costello Fourth Family 
Fund∩▪

Dave Schmitt Construction 
Company, Inc.

Ms. Dorothy Dawson, Dawson-
Woodward Giving Fund∞

Laura and Tom Derr

Mary and Richard Doyle~

Greg and Wendy Dunn

Cindy Dvorak~

Gerard Estella

David and Carolyn Evans

Rick and Greer Fry~

Michael and Vicky Grover

Gulick Family Charitable Fund∩

Peggy Hardesty and Dick Socwell

Jane Hargrave Lehmkuhl

Diana and Bill Heinemann

Ann Heins

Sarah Hemming-Meyer

Julie and Eric Hender~

Joanne Hendricks~

Ronda and Rick Hill∞~

Brucemore partnered with the Iowa Ceramics Center and Glass Studio to offer several glass and ceramic workshops throughout 2024. 



$500 - $999 continued
Gingie Hunstad~

Ms. Shadia Igram and Dr. Omar 
Akhtar

Greg and Keelyn Kanz

Patricia and Karl Knutson~

Keith and Cheryl Krewer~

Mrs. and Mr. Jan and Larry Lacy~

Julie Lammers and Scot Brown~▪

Brad and Tamra Lang~

Lindsay and Mitch Leahy

Rudolph and Mary Beth Leytze

John and Dina Linge Family 
Endowed Donor-Advised Fund∩

Alma Long

Jan Marett

Dr. and Mrs. Jon McWhinney

Michelle M. Moestue Charitable 
Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Central Illinois

Dave and Lisa Morris~

Robert Mourlam and Anne 
Hoffmann

Rochelle and Alan Naylor, Naylor 
Family Fund∩~

Ohnward Bank & Trust

Persick Family Giving Fund

Linda and Howard Peterson

Robert and Pamela Richardson

Joe and Geri Schmitt∩

Kelly Shriver and Thies Kolln

Susan Stamats Charitable Fund

Tudy Streletzky~

Dawn Svenson Holland and Josh 
Holland~

Transamerica Life Insurance

Kristen and Kyle Wilcox

John Wollner, M.D.~

$250 - $499
Anonymous (1)~

Bruce and Jan Altorfer

Jon and Debbie Bancks

Echo Batson and Mike Ahart

Valissa and Jeff Berg

Greg and Angela Billman~

Judith and Lawrence Blum~

D. Allan and Jennifer Boettger~

Cathy and Steven Bonnett~

Kristine and Kirk Bossert∞~

Terry and Alan Boyden~

Thomas and Katharine Brown

Mrs. Jacqueline F. Bryant

Mary Bumann∞~

Peter and Kelley Cole

Bill and Lynn Cooper~

Mary and Gary Crandall

Glenda and Jeff Dixon~

Vicki and Dave Drown

Elise and Dan Elliott~

Alan and Barbara Erickson~

Jack and Nancy Evans~

Barbara and Arthur Fearn~

Gallagher Family Fund∩

Teri Gibson

Steven Ginsberg

Jill and Tim Gustin

Larry Hansen~

Eric and Shannon Hanson~

Deb and Mark Hartung

Polly and Bob Hatala

Carol Hills~

Cheryl Hoch and Eric Evans~

James and Ann Hoffman~

Amanda and Ryan Hollenbeck

Gay and Wayne Holstine~

Hillary and John Hughes

Jacob Jaacks~

Marlene Janssen

Michael and Lorraine Jordan~

Linda and Ronald Kaas

Robert F., Dr. Kimberly K., and 
Korlin K. Kazimour∞

Connie and James Kennedy

James D. and Barbara K. Klein

Dianne Knapp~

Bryon Knuppe and Julie Bunten

Mary Ann Kucera~

Nancy and Thomas Lackner~

Kathy Layden

Jim LeMaster~

Barbara and Dale Lenz~

Thea L. Leslie & Roger^ and Thea 
Leslie Endowed Fund V∩~▪

Hilery Livengood and Ben 
Fashimpaur~

Patrick and Kimberly Marshall~

Jill and Steve Mast~

Katarina Meier

Dan and Kay Mineck

Jim and Rose Marie Monagan

Dale and Cheryl Moore~

Josh and Tami Moore

Middie and Darrel Morf~

Dave and Amy Muller

Bruce and Jane Nesmith~

Larry and Joan Nesset

Donald and Marty Norton~

Norma and Richard Novak~

FY2024 Contributors (April 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024) 

Left: The Youth Leadership for Five Seasons class of 2023 toured the estate as part of history day and reflected on the legacy they want to leave in their community.

Right: Visitors looked at photos of Howard Hall with celebrities and animals in the basement Tahitian Room. 



Lisa Oberreuter~

Scott and Penny Olson~

Maura Pilcher and Mike Tertinger

Jane and Eddie Pini~

Dr. and Mrs. David and Mary Rater

Sara and Nathan Reasner

Curt and Sigrid Reynolds

John and Thelma Rife

Peter and Joan Riley

Joseph and Chelsea Rizzio

Paul and Cindy Sale~

The Scherrman Family~

Greg and Mary Seyfer

Elizabeth Slappey and Charles 
Crawley

Jim and Barb Steggall

Aggie and Ken Sullivan

Technical Specialty Systems

The Hotel at Kirkwood Center

Lisa and Gregory Thirnbeck

Lisa and Jon Thompson

Travero◊

Chris and Charity Tyler

Sean Ulmer and Edward Stinson~

Linda and Calvin Van Niewaal~

James and Barbara Vancura

Sarah and Alex Watson

Brian and Deane Watters

Mr. and Ms. Guy and Terri Wendler

Winifred’s Catering◊¥

Mark and Tracy Zimmerman

$150 - $249
Anonymous (4)~

Denise Allamand

Roger and Dixie Allen~

Mrs. Beth Allsop∞~

American Association for State and 
Local History∞

Suzanne Ammerman∞~

John and Stephanie Ballard

Tiff Bates~

Kay Baty~

Becky Benedix~

Linda and Larry Bergdale~

Rebecca Brimeyer~

Carrie and Michael Canning~

Linda and Terry Carleton~

Cedar Rapids Garden Club

Ben and Ashlynne Clark~

Natalie and Phillip Clouse

Peggy and Scott Cross~

Pat and Carol Deignan

Mike Deklotz∞~

Sally Fairchild∞~

Judy and Steve Fuemmeler

William and Monica Goeddel

Valerie Gray

Diane Gunka~

Cheryl and Warren Hall~

Julia and Gary Hawkins

Marta and Steve Hershner

Tom Hess and Nancy York~

Betty Hill~

Debra Hunemuller~

Roger Janssen~

Michelle and Mark Jensen

James Johnston~

Joanne Johnson~

Edith and Erick Kadlec~

Le Ann Kadlec~

Tom and Kathy Kaldenberg~

Mr. and Mrs. Tim and Nancy 
Kintner

Doug and Sheryl Knutson~

Sherrie Kopecky∞~

Wayne and Peg Kreutner

Betty and Bruce Lindholm~

Jessica and Joe Link~

Brett and Elly Lobello

Linda Lumsden and Dennis 
Harris∞~

Dwight and Pauline Miller~

Ellen Miller~

Wade and Carolin Morris~

Ann Mulcahy~

Dave and Jennifer Nanke

Dr. Ronald and Margaret Nelson~

Joyce Niebuhr

Char O’Brien~

Barbara and Kenneth Owen~

Stacy Pecora~

John and Sandra Phillips~

Carolyn Pigott Rosberg~

Renee and Larry Pinkston~

Marcia and Don Primus

Cory and Brooke Rath~

Dennis and Jan Redmond

Kristin and Mark Roberts~

Jane Scheer and Rob Hursh & 
Scheer-Hursh Giving Fund

Jane Schildroth~

Linda and Kim Schmidt~

Deb and Dean Spina~

Susan and Daryl Spivey

Douglas and Joan Steinmetz~

Boe and Marie Svatek~

John and Sherry Swanson~

Cherryl Thomason∞~

Maureen and Gary Thompson~

Vicki and Jerry Van Deusen~

Jerry and Denise Vander Sanden~

Dennis and Luann Wangeman~

Catherine and Michael Welch

Paul and Gail Williams~

Joye Winey~

Staff met in the SLA Landscape Architecture studio to review the design and construction documents for the landscape restoration. 



$75 - $149
Anonymous (2)~

Johanna and Terry Abernathy

John and Pamela Adams~

Sheri Albrecht and Steve Carriger

Tom and Jeanne Amosson

David and Susan Anderson

Teresa Anton~

Laura and Brian Azelborn

Charlie and Pat Becker

John BeGuhn and Andrea Hanlon-
BeGuhn

Katie Benedix~

Renate and Neil Bernstein~

Julie and Dan Bertsos

Amanda and Peter Bittorf

Janet Blackledge~

Verna and Bill Boland

Mark and Jeanne Bornemann

Randy and Nadine Borngraeber

Aaron and Hannah Brewer~

Susan Brooks

George Douglas Burck∞~

Tyler Burnham and Amber Bohlen

Andrew and Elizabeth Callahan

Richard and Janice Caloia~

Mary Campbell

Thomas and Barbara Campbell

Darcy Caraway and Jeff Evans

Steve Carpenter and Mary Magner

Steve and Suzanne Caves

Cynthia Charlton~

Christopher and Faith Claussen

Charlotte Cleavenger~

Jim and Ashley Coates

David and Paula Colton

Ashley Courtney and Liz Courtney

Craig and Jean Dallege

Elizabeth Daly

Nancy and Jerry Danforth~

Ken and Lynn DeKock

David DeWalle

Kerry and Cindy DeYarman

Rebecca Dickson

Beth and Devon Dietz~

Don and Ann Drahos

Anne Duffy∞

Kay and Steve Dummermuth

Dina and Jon Dusek

Kathleen and Craig Elliott~

Peggy and Michael Emery~

Kathryn and Stephen Epley

Karen and John Eveland~

Scoop and Patty Everist

Rick Filosa and Joyce Kutin

Colleen and Kevin Fischer

Diane and Dennis Flynn

Bernie and Susan Friedl

Heather and Seth Friedman

Scott and Jennifer Frisbie

Janice and Donald Frischkorn

Ronald and Corinne Gambach

Sharon and Brian Gardner

Olimpia Gaspar

Barbara and Richard Goings

Ron and Pat Gonder

Jeff and Linda Gorkow

Drs. Patricia and Richard Gorton

Barbara Green▪

Marc and Cathy Gullickson

Linda and Kathy Haney

Sharon Happel

Brad and Jade Hart

Donna and Dick Hartvigsen~

Richard and Karen Hass

Jacqueline Haveman

Bryn and Paul Hayes

Amy and Darryl High

Tracie Hodina Van Pelt and Danny 
Van Pelt

Gloria Hoke

Jean Hopp

Nancy and Walt Horn~

Scot and Marcia Hughes

Alicia Dee Jackson~

Brian and Melanie Jacobowitz

Karen and Curtis Jamieson~

JoAnn and Jon Janda

Amy Johnson

Catharine Johnson~

Cathy Johnson

Dee Ann Johnson~

Angie and Tyler Johnston

Harold and Jami Jones

Martha Kane~

Mary and George Kanz

Korlin Kazimour∞~

Conrad Kerber

Terry Kerber

Kathy and Bill Kilbourn

Flora Kitzman~

Nicholas Klein~

Vannessia and Dave Klinsky

Maureen and Tyler Knight

David and Ethel Knutson~

Joan Kocher

Cindy Koczo

Mary Kay Kolb

The mansion slate roof required a full replacement in 2023 following damage resulting from the 2020 derecho. This work had been delayed due to contractor and material 
availability. 

FY2024 Contributors (April 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024) 



Mary Kopecky and Thomas 
Lusardi

Helen and Dale Kueter~

Patricia and James Lahr

Kellie Lala∞~

Sondra and Dick Lamb▪

Bob and Lavonne Landis~

Lori Lane~

John Laverty∞

Ann and David Lawrence

Charisse and Marc Lawrence

Elisabeth Leach∞~

David, Shelby, and Leanne Leeper

Emily and Sean LeFebvre

Patrice Lewerenz~

Marilyn Lodge~

James and Myrna Loehrlein~

Marcia and Cedric Lofdahl~

Jennifer and Travis Lohrer

Pamela Mahany

Susan and Frank Maher~

Nancy Margulis and Dan Beason

Cynthia Martin, and Ben and Katy 
Davis

Karen and David Martin~

Robby Marvin and Hilary 
Copeland Marvin

Barb May~

Carolyn and James McAuliffe~

Nyla and Dean McCall

Kathy and William McCauley∞

Matt and Kelly McCoy

Judy McCracken and John 
McLaughlin~

Alexandra McGeary and Donald 
Meek

Larry McGrath

Kimberly and Michael McGuire

F. Louise McMaster~

Daniel and Susan McWhinney~

Michael Meisinger∞~

Jane and Michael Melloy

Theresa and Steve Mickelson

Miki and Craig Miller~

Jason Mittermaier and Amanda 
Langager

Frank and Cheryle Mitvalsky

James Mohni and Nancy Metier 
Mohni

Bob Moran

Joan and James Mosel∞

Melanie and Michael Moseley

Elizabeth Mulcahy

Suzanne Myers

Gail and Dennis Naughton

Nathan and Megan Nelson

Karen Nemecek

Patricia Nielsen~

Dana and Troy Nogelmeier~

Daniel and Cathy Nosbish~

Kristin and James Novak

Esther and Bill O’Donnell~

Peggy Oettinger~

Mary Ann Olinger

Sue and Ron Olson

Tyler and Majda Olson

Andy Pace~

Michael and Barbara Pearson

Nicole and Stephen Pedron

Margaret and Robert Pence

Ms. Susan M. Pence

Christine and David Perkins

Don and Prudy Petersen~

Shar Petersen

Tom and Cathy Petersen

John and Linda Peterson

Phil and Barb Peterson

Mary and Quinn Phelan

Alissa and David Philipp

Tom and Paula Potthoff~

Srdjan Pudar~

Nancy J. Pugh

Sharon Purdie~

Melissa Randall

James Reese and Peggy Van Kirk

David Reinecke~

Lisa and Marc Rhatigan

Tara Richards and Daniel 
Levetzow~

Constance and Rick Richardson

Randall and Danielle Rings~

Cathy Roach∞~

Karen Rooney

Shirley Ruedy~

Phyllis Sabotta~

Paul and Anne Salamon~

Leslee and Michael Sandberg

Sandy Scaia

Philip and Kyle Schramp

Deborah and Dwight Schroeder

Georgie and Larry Schuster~

Deborah Sedlacek

Noralee and David Sherwood

Randy and Lisa Shields

Dr. and Mrs. Jerry and Nancy 
Shirk

Valerie Sleege

Katie Smart

Kristen and Nathan Snow

Diane Spicer

Frank Stammeyer

Laurie Stange and Charles 
Jennissen

Oline and Roger Stigers, and Jake 
Stigers

Marlyse and Terry Strait~

The Sukalski Family~

Melissa Summers~

Karen Swanson~

Brie Swenson Arnold and Quinn 
Arnold

Angeline Taake~

Brucemore welcomed Johnson STEAM Academy for their end of school year field day in May 2023. The students enjoyed activities on the First Avenue Lawn. 



$75 - $149 continued
Brian and Lauri Talyat

Wanda Thackery~

Dale and Ann Thier

Les and Julie Thompson

Sylvia and Aaron Thompson

Fred and Bev Timko~

Dale and Sara Todd

Tobin and Andrea Tracey

Kim Urban

Gretchen Van Heukelom

Lori and Tony Vander Velden

Mary Beth Versgrove~

Sherri and Tom Voss~

Kevin and Teresa Wake

Montelle Walton and Jennifer 
Schepers

Jeanne Wampler∞~

Joshua Wasta and Jennifer How-
land

Jodi and Joel Weber

Cathy, Steve, and Anna Werner

Reta Westercamp~

Kendra and Maddie Weston

Peter and Melinda Westphalen, 
donation supported by Brian 
Westphalen

Mary and Roger Wetlaufer

Peg Whalen

Ann and Tom Wicke

Sarah and Shane Wicks

Marlene and Guy Williams

Molly and Mark Williams

Sean and Wendy Williams

Leslie and Jason Wright

$1 - $74
Anonymous (7)~

Claire Ahart, donation supported 
by Mike Ahart and Echo Batson

Karen Albertus~

Lisa Ament~

Ronda Anderson

Nancy Andreasen

Barb Arceneaux∞~

Darryl Armstrong

Mrs. Marjorie A. Arp

Anna Barker

Elizabeth Barlow~

Patricia Barrance~

Dean and Gale Beer

Michelle Beisker∞

Kelly Bemus~▪

Levi and Dawn Bernhard~

Dave Blum~

Patsy Boland

Jennifer and Steve Bosking~

Jean Brenneman

Amy Bruner~

John and Elizabeth Buckeridge

Jessica Bullerman~

LaRee Burkholder~

Janis Caldwell

Christine and Mike Casey

Jennifer Christopherson

Bill and Kay Clark

Rosemary Clark

Jenny Conkel

Gloria Corbin~

Candance Davis

Jeannie Davison~

Larry and Patricia Dawson~

Mary Day

Jean Deasy

Kelly DeVore

Emily DeWitte~

Jenny and Casey Dix~

Ruthie and Bryan Dolezal~

Zakariya Drahozal~

Wayne and Shelia Dremmel, 
donation supported by Jodi and 
Joel Weber

Julia Druckmiller and Tom Snee~

Sarah Elliott~

Janet Elwer

Elizabeth Estling~

Kenneth Fawcett~

Warren and Pam Feerer

Grace Ferreter

Sarah Fersdahl~

Katelyn Finnigan~

Eileen Forbes∞~

Elaine Fox

William and Tina Freese, donation 
supported by Eric Freese~

Paula Friend~

Cindy Garlock

Les and Katrina Garner~

Caroline Giddings~

Megan Ginsberg~

Kathleen Good

Celeste and Travis Gossman

Dennis and Debbie Green~

Suzanne Griggs

Jan Grimes~

Susanne Gubanc~

Sarah Hale and Kristopher Keuse-
man~

Sonja Hanson

Jeff and Joann Hembera∞~

Hermann Ohme China Collectors
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FY2024 Contributors (April 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024) 

Brucemore’s staff helped harvest produce from the property’s historic vegetable garden, which was planted and maintained by Feed Iowa First to feed the community. 
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Gifts in honor of:
Katie Benedix

Kayt Conrad and Donald 
Klingenberger

David Janssen

Marlene Janssen

Donna D. Lala

Max and Owen McDougall

Donna Settle

Brucemore Marguerite Sinclair 
Carson Fourth Family Fund in 
honor of Susanna Louise Kiehling, 
David Sinclair Carson Jr., 
Douglas Arthur Carson, Katharine 
Marguerite Carson, Arthur 
Carson Jessen, Howard Edgar 
Jessen, Gweneth Gertrude Jessen, 
James I. McNelis III, Marguerite 
McNelis Dykstra, Anne Eleanor 
Alden McNelis-Warden; Donated 
by Susanne Carson Jessen and 
Howard Ellsworth Jessen

Brucemore Volunteer Gardeners

Gifts in memory of:
Robert W. Allsop 

David C. Anderson, “May your 
memory live on, Dad. Love, 
Andrea and Dan.”

Harold T. Arceneaux, an avid 
gardener

Nona Burgamy

Jane Cook

Pat Deklotz

Barbara Dixon

Paul Forbes

Shirley E. Grimes

Lou Fairchild

Anna Fisher 

Beverly A. Hanson

Ted Healy

Homer Huskamp, head gardener at 
Brucemore, 1965-1975

Janis L. Kazimour

Thomas Kopecky

Sarah Lang

Anne Laverty

Virginia and Joe Lumsden

JoAnn Marshall 

Mike and Rosemary Meisinger

Steve Ovel 

Martin F. Roach M.D. and his 
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Brucemore 

John S. Slusher

Ron Thomason

Beverly J. Weyland 

Ben Wacha

Archie White, Great Grandfather

Companies that matched 
employee gifts:
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Archer Daniels Midland Company

Collins Aerospace | Raytheon 
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Daiichi Sankyo, Inc.

Dell, Inc.

GoDaddy for Good

JP Morgan Chase

Transamerica Life Insurance

Special Projects:
A Night Out Catering and Bar 

Service

Brucemore’s Artisan Studio

Landscape Restoration Project

Landscape Structures

Mansion Accessibility Project

Organ Maintenance

Organizational Capacity Building

Production Services and Equipment 
Usage

Staff Celebrations

Trustee Gift Baskets

Trustee Reception Catering and Bar 
Service



Over the last decade, we’ve been responding to 
a series of challenges at Brucemore. First was 
the need to accelerate our preservation work and 
invite the community to support this through Pride 
& Preservation, our first capital campaign. On the 
heels of that success came the dual disasters in 
2020 of the pandemic and derecho. I am excep-
tionally proud of how our supporters, staff, and 
Board responded. Today, Brucemore is in a stron-

ger position than ever before. While challenges remain, we are turning a corner 
in 2024, focusing on the opportunities ahead. 
Reflect for a moment on all the ways we have used Brucemore since it opened 
to the public in 1981. Over one million people have visited the site for mansion 
tours, music in the carriage house courtyard, theater near the pond, sprawling 
concerts on the front lawn, and estate-wide community events. The build-
ings and grounds were not designed for those purposes, but for over 40 years, 
Brucemore staff have explored innovative ways to create experiences that allow 
people to enjoy the property. 
Our staff are continuing that legacy in FY2025. Performing arts staged on the 
lawn in the Formal Garden, mansion circle drive, and near the Night Garden 
will provide audiences with new perspectives and experiences. Experimenting 
with new locations for programs this season will also provide learning oppor-
tunities in anticipation of spaces around the Servants’ Duplex, Bookbindery, 
and Lord & Burnham Greenhouse being unavailable due to planned restoration 
projects that will address critical issues on these structures in the future. 
We are also focusing on expanding programming through the Brucemore 
Artisan Studio in 2024 and 2025. This will enhance our impact and grow our 
audiences beyond the gates. Artist mentorship programs, a Brucemore Artisan 
Studio YouTube channel, and other initiatives will showcase, promote, and 
cultivate the arts sector in Iowa and the Midwest. 
Perhaps the most gratifying work to anticipate is the ongoing recovery of the 
most important cultural landscape in the Midwest. The silver lining of the 2020 
derecho was the opportunity to undertake a thoughtful, meticulous, energizing 
restoration of the Douglas-era estate of the 1920s. This includes a 600-foot 
hedgerow of Mock Orange shrubs from the tennis court to the pond, an exten-
sive hedgerow of Juneberries along the perimeter expanse of Crescent Street 
and Linden Drive, and over 1,000 trees and shrubs planted in key locations 
throughout the estate. The Landscape Plan melds the historic design with con-
temporary use, modern maintenance capacity, and the impact of climate change. 
The estate serves as a beautiful symbol of resilience, and a case study for other 
landscape recovery efforts around the world. 
That is what is ahead for Brucemore. With your support, we will continue our 
pioneering tradition of balancing historic preservation and contemporary rele-
vance.

Facing Forward: 
A Note From Our CEO

David A. Janssen
CEO

Pride of Brucemore  
Legacy Society Members
This list celebrates and honors the people 
who have notified Brucemore of their 
plans to support the organization in the 
future, whether through a legacy gift or 
an endowed gift. 

Kelly Bemus

Bernie and Deb Burmeister

Marguerite Sinclair Carson Fourth Family Fund^∩

Joseph and Kelly Costello Fourth Family Fund∩

Betty Debban Opus 754 Skinner Player Pipe Organ 
Fund∩

Beatrice Eberhart^

Brucemore Fourth Family Fund∩

Barbara Green

Kathy Hall and Terry Pitts

John and Kay Hegarty Fourth Family Fund∩

Kimberly Hillyard and Jim Petersen

The Jean Hunnicutt Estate^

James Kern and Dennis Konarski

Sondra and Dick Lamb

Julie Lammers and Scot Brown

Roger^ and Thea Leslie Endowed Fund V∩

James F. Plumb Jr.^ and Jewel M. Plumb^ Endowed 
Fund∩

Carolyn Shimek^

Mrs. Patti Thacker^

Peggy Boyle Whitworth Endowed Fund for 
Brucemore^∩

Peggy Boyle Whitworth Friends Fund for 
Brucemore^∩

Volunteers help prepare the garden during United Way of East Central Iowa’s Day of Caring in May 2023. 



Top: Duo Brad and Kate participated in a Live from 
the Artisan Studio session in which they performed 
and were interviewed in front of a live studio 
audience. The event was filmed and released on the 
Brucemore Artisan Studio YouTube channel. 

Bottom: Events and Communications Coordinator 
Jennifer Beall preparing to film an episode of Nooks 
and Crannies of History, a series about interesting 
people and topics that streams on Brucemore Artisan 
Studio YouTube channel. 

In 2019, Brucemore proudly launched the Artisan Studio to build on the organi-
zation’s efforts to support underserved artists. Through access to mentorship, tech-
nologies, and trusting audiences, the Studio serves as a hub for talent and communi-
ty-building in a variety of genres and mediums. 

In FY2024, Artisan Studio work expanded to grow audiences through five areas of 
focus: 

•	 Artisan Development Projects: Several talented artists eager to expand their 
horizons teamed up with seasoned creatives and technicians to work on 
projects supported by Brucemore. This has included working with a magician 
seeking to develop a live show, developing a film that visualizes spoken word 
poetry, and creating a mini-documentary that shares the journey of a songwrit-
er recording an album. The public had the opportunity to learn more about the 
work through live events.  

•	 Live from the Artisan Studio Streaming Series: Episodes on YouTube capture 
the essence of live performance and candid interviews, recorded at Brucemore 
in front of a live studio audience. Audiences had an opportunity to dive into 
the personal and creative realms of each artist to discover their sources of 
inspiration and musical processes.

•	 Nooks and Crannies of History Digital Episodes: These engaging mini-docu-
mentaries feature Brucemore staff sharing captivating stories about individuals 
and events from history, such as a mobster who knew the Halls or a model and 
actress featured in the Black Leapords painting in the Library.

•	 A Day in the Life of a Garden Episodes: Tag along with Brucemore staff to see 
what it takes to keep going and growing the 26-acre cultural landscape. Each 
episode offers a chance to learn a little, laugh a bit, and get to know the team 
working behind-the-scenes.

•	 Live Events: Live events produced by Brucemore or featuring a partner orga-
nization continued to bring the estate to life, set amongst the various back-
drops.

The Artisan Studio Continues to Grow

Best Cultural Attraction 
Brucemore was voted the “Best 
Cultural Attraction” in the Corridor 
Business Journal’s 2023 and 2024 
“Best of the Corridor” competition. 
This was the fifth time that 
Brucemore has received this honor. 



Investing in the Landscape

Top: Captured in June 2024, this aerial view shows several areas of focus on the landscape from 2023 to 2024 
including the Juneberries planted along the perimeter fence; a portion of the arched hedge row; and the Night 
Garden Restoration in progress. 

Middle: Landscape Manager Greg Billman and Site Maintenance Specialist Scott Humeston placing mulch 
around the newly planted mock oranges that make up the three-arched hedge in September 2023. 

Bottom: Seasonal Garden and Landscape Assistants Kaitlyn Walter and Ernie Cole planting 200 Juneberries 
along the perimeter fence off of Crescent St. in June 2024. 

Work continued throughout FY2024 and remains ongoing in FY2025 to recover 
from the loss of over 70% of the tree canopy during the 2020 derecho. The design 
process completion led to a planting plan for the estate. Several key areas have been 
replanted with an eye towards climate change and maintenance resources, including: 

Arched Hedge Row
Over 600-feet long, a three-arched edge originally created a walking path from 

the Garden House to the woodland during the Douglas era. In the fall of 2023, staff 
planted over 200 mock oranges that will be maintained between eight and 10 feet tall 
and feature seasonal blooms to reestablish this key feature that provides both privacy 
from the neighborhood and forms the “walls” of several interior garden spaces that 
are a signature component of the 20th century O. C. Simonds’ design. This project 
was partially funded by New Leader Manufacturing. 

Crescent and Linden Frontage
Staff planted 205 Juneberries along a portion of the Crescent Street and Linden 

Drive frontage and perimeter fence in the spring of 2024. These shrubs will be 
maintained to be six feet tall when fully grown. This project was partially funded by 
a Collins Aerospace grant and donations to the landscape restoration. 

Miscellaneous Trees 
Approximately 140 trees have been planted in 2024 in various locations, but 

primarily on the First Avenue lawn, along Dows Lane, and near the Pet Cemetery. In 
the fall of 2024, the hemlocks along the main drive near the Servants’ Village were 
removed due to being in poor condition. They will be replanted and maintained at 
12 to 15 feet when fully grown. Many of these trees were donated by the Monarch 
Research Project and Trees Forever. 



Left: An art handling company and art conservator 
transported one of the pond urns to a storage location 
for conservation to allow future work on the pond. 

Right: SLA Landscape Architecture staff, Iowa State 
University Professor Heidi Hohmann, and American 
Society of Landscape Architect staff at the award 
ceremony in Des Moines. 

Bottom Right: The steps into the Night Garden being 
rebuilt on top of the new foundation.  

You are invited to help! 
Make a donation to help replant the 
flowers, shrubs, and trees that add 
beauty and character to the estate. 

Your gift honors over a century of 
the site’s history while enhancing 
the experiences that people will 

enjoy for the next 100 years. Every 
gift ensures this work and planting 

efforts continues! 

Give today at  
brucemore.org/preservationfund

Statuary Conservation 
Several pieces of outdoor statuary have been conserved in line with landscape 

restoration efforts. One of the pond urns was removed for treatment and remains 
in storage on site, and will be reinstalled once work on the pond is completed. The 
second urn has been treated in location and will be protected during any future work 
on the pond. The deer statue typically located near the Formal Garden is undergoing 
conservation and will be returned in 2024. This work is funded by a Historic Sites 
Fund Grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Night Garden Restoration 
Research during the landscape restoration design phase identified the Night 

Garden, which had disappeared from the property until it was replanted based on 
limited research in the early 2000s, should be larger and have a slightly adjusted 
location. Work to restore the Night Garden began in the spring of 2024 and is 
expected to be completed in the spring of 2025. 

To date, the garden plantings were removed and efforts to re-shape and re-locate 
the beds have begun. Contractors re-poured a foundation that will better survive 
freezing and thawing in the Iowa winter, and rebuilt the brick steps.

Perennials will be replanted in the garden this fall, with annuals in the spring. The 
garden will continue to showcase the white and light-reflecting flowers or leaves of 
this signature space meant to be enjoyed by moonlight. This project received funding 
from a private donor and the Linn County Historic Preservation Commission.

American Society of Landscape Architects Award
The American Society of Landscape Architects - Central States recognized the 

Woodland Restoration Project with a Historic Preservation Award of Merit at their 
meeting in Des Moines in April of 2024. 

Landscape Restoration Projects Funding
Landscape Restoration Projects have been funded by the Iowa Department of 

Homeland Security and FEMA, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Monarch 
Research Project “Planting Forward,” Alliant Energy, New Leader Manufacturing, 
Trees Forever Campus Canopy Program, and International Paper Foundation-Cedar 
River Mill, and the Preservation Fund.  



Brucemore completed the multi-year 
Mansion Envelope Restoration Project 
on the exterior of the 1886 mansion in 
early 2024 when the roof crests were 
re-installed. The overall project began in 
2018 on the service porch and focused on 
addressing water infiltration around each 
elevation in subsequent years. 

While the metal crests were removed 
in 2019 and treated off site, the re-instal-
lation was delayed in 2020 due to over 
$3 million of derecho damage to the 
mansion roof and other buildings on the 
estate. A full slate roof replacement was 
delayed until 2023 due to challenges re-
lated to insurance approvals, and limited 
contractor and supply availability. 

Removal of the crests presented an 
opportunity for the first significant main-
tenance on the crests since the mansion 
was built over 130 years ago. Contractors 
aided by Brucemore staff assessed each 
piece of roof cresting for decay, rust, 
and other damage. Original material 
was reused where possible with replicas 
constructed as needed. 

The overall mansion envelope project 
addressed water and pest infiltration to 
the various wood, brick, slate, and other 
materials that make up the building’s 
exterior to reduce risk to the mansion’s 
interior collection. 

The Mansion Envelope Project re-
ceived several awards, including: 

•	 2019: Friends of Cedar Rapids His-
toric Preservation “Stewardship by 
an Organization” Award. 

•	 2020: Preservation Iowa “Preser-
vation at its Best” award in 2020 
in the category of Best Community 
Involvement. 

•	 2023: State Historical Society of 
Iowa “Certificate of Merit for Excel-
lence in Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation.”

This project was funded by insurance 
income, and donations and grants from 
The Hall-Perrine Foundation, Iowa 
Economic Development Authority, 
and over 700 individuals, foundations, 
government agencies, and businesses that 
contributed to the Pride & Preservation 
capital campaign (2018-2020). 

Roof Replacement Concludes Derecho Building Recovery,
Crest Installation Completes Multi-Year Envelope Project

Top: Contractors hoisting a piece of cresting onto the mansion roof for re-installation. 

Right: A piece of roof cresting being carried out of the operational greenhouse on the estate, where the roof cresting was stored after restoration and while awaiting the 
completion of other roof work. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Pride & Preservation campaign 
—now known as the Preservation 
Fund —supports estate-wide projects 
and ongoing work to care for the 
estate’s physical assets. 
Give online today at  
brucemore.org/preservationfund



Left: Curator of Museum Collections Jessica Peel-Austin pictured with another honoree at the 2023 Greater Cedar 
Rapids Community Foundation Non-Profit Celebration as they were being presented with the Spirit of Minnie 
Rubek Award by GCRCF President and CEO Karla Twedt-Ball. 

Right: Several musicians, a magician, and a writer performing a multi-genre show produced by Brucemore’s 
Artisan Studio at fellow National Trust Historic Site, Filoli, in California in August 2023.

Bottom: A view from the Great Hall into the Library during the 2023 holiday season. 

In September of 2023, Curator of 
Museum Collections Jessica Peel-Austin 
received recognition through the Greater 
Cedar Rapids Community Foundation’s 
Spirit of Minnie Rubek award. She was 
one of 12 non-profit employees recog-
nized for going above and beyond in their 
commitment and dedication to their orga-
nization and mission. 

Peel-Austin celebrated her 10-year anni-
versary with Brucemore in October 2023. 
As the Curator of Museum Collections, 
she provides the foundation of knowledge, 
research, and access to the history of the 
26-acre estate, seven historic structures, 
and thousands of artifacts. Her work 
enriches tours, programs, and outreach for 
Brucemore, and allows people to create 
tangible connections with the past. She 
has advocated for and helped ensure the 
historic assets remain part of our commu-
nity for future generations. 

She has helped the organization adapt 
during the multi-million-dollar investment 
in major preservation work and derecho 
recovery. She led research efforts into the 
archives to help the landscape restoration 
team understand the site’s early period of 
significance. Cedar Rapids and Eastern 
Iowa area are stronger because of her 
dedication to preserving and sharing this 
living landmark.

Curator Honored with Award

Brucemore partnered with Filoli, a fel-
low site of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation in Woodside, California, for 
a one-of-a-kind performance in August 
2023. Chief Operating Officer Tara 
Richards and Director of Business as and 
Development Katie Benedix traveled with 
several participants from the Brucemore 
Artisan Studio, who performed as part of 
Filoli’s Summer Stage series. 

The production, directed by Bruc-
emore’s Artisan in Residence Gerard 
Estella, utilized the unique talents of the 
performers to mix music, magic, and 
original writing. The lineup featured mu-
sic from Kelsey Madsen, Alicia Monee, 
Lincoln Ginsberg, and Gerard Estella, 
original comedic monologues from Adam 
Witte, and magic from Jackson Green.

Staff also met with members of Filoli’s 
team and Board to learn about the opera-
tions of another site.  

Artisan Studio Performs 
at National Trust Site in 
California

Brucemore received recognition as 
one of the top 10 “Best Holiday Historic 
Home Tours” across the country in USA 
Today’s 10Best Readers’ Choice Awards 
in December of 2023. Brucemore was 
handpicked by the 10Best local experts as 
one of the top 20 historic houses and made 
it to the top 10 through online voting. 
Brucemore previously earned a spot in 
the top 10 list in 2019, 2021, and 2022. 
Annually, Brucemore provides opportuni-
ties for visitors to celebrate the season and 
enjoy festive decor beginning the day after 
Thanksgiving through New Year’s Eve. 

Brucemore Voted in Top 10 
Historic Holiday Home Tours 
Nationally
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Volunteers collectively contributed 3,000 hours by facilitating 
public programs, gardening, watering trees, and other activities.  

Volunteers (April 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024)

Key
^ Board of Trustees

In FY24, Brucemore leveraged its resources in collaboration 
with several other arts, culture, education, economic develop-
ment, and community organizations within Eastern Iowa. 

This included providing a venue, audience amenities, and 
services in support of programs and events for several cultural 
organizations such as Theatre Cedar Rapids, Cedar Rapids 
Opera Theatre, SPT Theatre, and the Iowa Ceramics Center 
and Glass Studio. 

Feed Iowa First utilized the estate’s historic vegetable 
garden to grow thousands of pounds of fresh produce to be 
distributed to community food banks. 

Brucemore staff provided tours and presentations to student 
and adult groups with the Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alli-
ance, Coe College, and more. 

Partnerships

In April of 2023, Brucemore hosted the spring National 
Trust Historic Sites meeting, which rotates between NTHP 
headquarters in Washington D.C. and other Sites twice a year. 
The meeting welcomed Directors from the 27 other Sites and 
Sites Department staff, many for the first time to Brucemore 
and Iowa. Brucemore staff showcased the estate’s history, and 
coordinated visits to several other community museums and 
attractions. Vice President of Historic Sites, Omar Eaton-Mar-
tinez, commented on the welcoming nature and overwhelming 
pride demonstrated from residents he encountered throughout 
his visit that made the greater Cedar Rapids area really shine. 

Brucemore Hosts National Trust Directors

Top: CEO David Janssen welcoming everyone to Brucemore for the National Trust’s 
Site Director’s meeting in April of 2023. 





Mission:
To inspire community 
interaction with history, 
preservation, and the arts. 

Mailing Address: 
2160 Linden Drive SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

Telephone: 
(319) 362-7375  

Email: 
mail@brucemore.org                

Website: 
brucemore.org     

N AT I O N A L LY  R E C O G N I Z E D  H O S P I TA L

Exceptional care inspired by extraordinary caregivers –  
it’s The Mercy Touch®.

Join our outstanding team of  caregivers.

mercycare.org/careers
A special thank you to Mercy Cedar Rapids for printing this publication. 

Thank you for supporting Brucemore!


